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For relcess Tvesday, October 18

ANITUAL MEETING OF JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC.

More then 250,000 volumes of Judaleaa and Hebralca and
10,000 ceremonisl ohjects, representing part of the Nazl loot
from Jewlsh librariss, synagogres and museums in Europe, have bean
recovered and shipped out of Germany during the past year, 1t was
announced by Professor 3alo W. Baron of Columbla University,
Presldent of Jewlsh Cultural Heconstruetlon Inc., at 1ts annual
meeting last night at the Harmonie Club.

In 1947, JCR (an offspring of a research organization
formed by the Conference on Jewlsh Relatlon at the end of the



In 1947, JCR (an offspring of a research organization
formed by the Conference on Jewlsh Relatlon at the end of the
war, for the purpose of recovering Jewish cultural treasures
looted by Nazls), was founded and affiliated with the Jewish
Restitution Successor Organization. In Pebruary 194%, JCR was
officially recognized as the trustee for all unidentifiable
cultural Jewish property placed under the nustudiaﬁship of the
lMonuments end Fine Jrts Sectlon of the Mllitary Government and
stored in the Offenbach depot in Cermany.

h great many of the redovered treasures bear the signs of
spiteful destruction. Several hundred burnt or torn Torsh scrolls,
gome of them more than 200 years old, are now being repalred by
the Paris office of the Joint Distribution Committes and placed
in newly-bullt or reconstruscted synasgogues in Europe and Israel.
Hanﬁ ceremonial objects, ineluding Torah crowns, still bear the

dlstinoet marks of Nazl vandalism,



These treasurs, smong them Pare centurles old beoks and
1tems which, throuzh the wer, heve become extremely Bosron, ara
being rediatrlbuted mnong libreries and schoola all aver tha
warld in segperation with a mumber of Jewish natlionsgl md fereign
organizatlons affiilated with JOR an 4 sn adviasory com:ittes of
lengding Jewish librarilsna, sft cureters and other axperts.

Thers 1z hardly a Jewish comaunity in the world whish will
not boneflt from the redistribution of theases treéssures. Through
the JIC offi¢es In Farls, Jewish comunities in Western Europs
have received a substantial share whishk will help them in thelr
atruggle Cor culkural and spirltual reconetruetion. The Hebrew
Mniversity Library and the Bezalal Mussum in Jevusalem, ms well @a
other Israsll libraries and religlous institutions are receifving
their alletment threugh the Jewish Ageney in soocperation with the
Iaresell Ninlstry for Rolelous Affeirs. Other reolpient sountries
inalude Creat Britain, South Africa, Censda, Latin America, snd,
lgat but not lzast, ths Taited Statas.

At this momeént, additlonael 52,000 volumes formorly belong-
ing to Gernan Jewlsh oomsunibties now extinet, mre being procoaasd
by the JOR ataflf in Germany, and made resdy for shipnent =nd pe-

allooation.

Amenz the offipera re-slested for the casing year are
Prof. Zalo W. Bgron of Jolumbie Universitw, Prasident; Prof, Jeroms
Klohasl of Colushis Lew School, Chalrman of tae Hoard of Direatorat
Rgbbl Lea Baeck uf Londen, Prof. Gershon 3chelem of Jerusalem,
and Dr. 3imeon Faderbusech and Alan M. 3troce’ of Mew York, Vie-
Preaidents; David Tosensteln, Trepsurer: gnd Dr. Msx Crusnawald,

Jeoratary.




Jealad CUINGAL (ECONSIMUCTICH, INC.
1841 Broadway, Hew York 23, H.¥.

DNINUTEs OF ADVISOQMY COLMITTEE MECT ING
deptexber 19, 19405

CCONF IDENT Ial

Fregapt; [Habbi I. Edward Liev, Chairman; TFrofessor Louls
Finkelstein, Dr. Franz landabarzsr, Dr. tephsn 5.
layser, Dre As U Margellth, Habbd K. L. Munk, Dr.
David de 3sle Posl, Dr. OGuide schoenberger, and Dr.
Aachel VWischnitzar.

Ex officig: Frof. 3ale W. Baron and Dr. Hannah Arendt.

The Cormittes met on Joptember 19, 194% &t 4:3530 in the alterpoon,
IT the office of Frof. Baron, Fayerweather Hall, Columbis Univer-
wity.

1. Cevemeniul Objegts which arrived in New ¥ork

. The Commlttes mgreed to esteblish o sub-comaittes which should
be reapensible for the evaluatlon and selection of muwasus plescas
for allosation.

b. In wlew of the fact that tho museun placea outnumbar the
synagogue pleces almest in the proportion of & te 1, the Come
mlttes decided a revislon of the eriginal divisicn of the objecta.

¢, The guestion of depllcates was raiaed end it wes declded to
proceed as in the case of books, that iz, to make Lt impoasible
for an instltutlen te receive duplicetes. The spesisl difficul-
ties in deciding what a duplicate is in the case of an art object
weré reco.nlzed.

d., Retiplents of mussus ﬁ&cu.-- The art objectz which arriwed
in thia coun®ry ara for distribution not only to the countriss

in the Yestern Hemlsphere but s&lso to Great Dritian and 3o.
afriea. It wae agreed that Greet Sritain should receive her waual
share of 54=7T% of the total, that is 250-350 objects, So.Africa,
Cansda and Argentina ahould receive 54 sach of the material in
Haw York, that 18 [If the present catepgeries are not radically
ehanged), about 150 items each.

0. fAeciplents in the United States.-- The Comnittea agreed that
the :Ia'uEaE IMuggumn o #ew Torh and the Jewish Musewm in Cineinmati
should have [irst call. 1t waa recognized that Yeshive University

has & specisl clalw and should follow immediately arftsr thesas
top pricrities,

JOR

KIRCHHETY COLLECTION

ligin_Subject Divisions

Grand tobtal 1,463

Yovember 4, 1249

Heabralea
Bible (text) 36 volumes
Bibligsal literature B4
Talmuod 25
Talmudie literature 103
Halakha 831
lusgr, Dearush T5
Liturgy 40
History 25
Hebrew lenguage . 23
Ifodern Hebrew literature 40
Fuilozophy ani Xebbals 33
Verie 145
Total BL4E volumaa
Judelos
Bible (taxt) 11 volumasa
Biblicgal literabture T
Relipion 44
Poat-Biblicsl literaSure i
Hiztory 117
Hebdfew language 25
Bivllography 20
Ferisdical 55
(5] cals
th-al 488 wvolumes
Won-Jewish Books 153 volunas



SPFRCIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD 0OF DIRICTORS
December 19, 1549

Furauant to a notlce dated December 2, 1849, sopy of which
pragedes the minutes, a speoisl meating of tha Board aof
Dirontors of Jewish Cultural Beoonstructlon, Ine. was held
on Morday, December 18, 1945, st the offise of Dr. 2ale V.
Baron, Fayerwesther Hall, Columbia University, New York,

The following persons were present: Prof. Sglo W. B
: . « Baron
giaaidanfé n§§. E*I_mun Fa%arhuauh, Vige-President; Dr. Max
uanaws oretary; r. Lewln, MHr. Fine, Dr,
and Dr. Ben Halpern. ! o doldmith,

Prof. Baron acted as chairman.

The reading of the minutes of the last meetin: was dis
anse
with. The minutes were spproved as clroilated. v e

Upon the suggestion of the cheirman a motion was mede and
sopondsd to Insert into $he minobes words of appreciaticn in
memory of the late Dr. Joshus Starr (sse Appendiz).

The chairman reported that the Allience Isrmelite U

y niversolle
has gooepbtod the Board's Invitatien and designated Msasars.
largel Franco and Marcel MAbrshan a3 members of oup Dosrd and
Hegars. Saedla G. Chernisk =md Jules Eraunaghvig as glbternstaes,

The chairmmen brought to the attention of the Board Dr. I
Arandt's rafvrt which contelns amongs other 1tems her rigggggs
and suggestlons with regard o cachds. 35he also desls with the
erchives recovered in Germeny. The Gesamtarchiv will go to
Jerusalem, while the archivés from other citiss agoording to
the suggestion of Dr. Arendt's should Tind thelr Place in the
Vemorial Library of the German Jews. The chalrman stregasd

the nsgesalty of mlorofilming manuseripts gnd valuable histori-
cal material in Germany proper and dlzcussed Waya and means of
finaneing mierofilming on a large scale in Germaty. This
questlon will be referred to the Advisory Ceealttas.

The choirmasn presentsd his budget proposels for the r
beglnning Janvary lst and ending on Jime 30th, lﬁm.Paaiﬁdgat
calling for s totel expenditure of §21,700 was adophed.

ﬂ;:g% a vobe by mall 1t was decidsd to sernd B0 Hebrew Uni-

1l. ﬁpmﬂq?ﬁggﬁhﬁukﬂ saleated by Dr. Shuneml out of
Tanelan hastra. GF the remalndesr of the

- 2 oa

2. The Eirehhelm eslleatlen

5. Won-German pericdiesls,

Dr. Gruenewald suggested that & stipulatloh Be mede with the
ranigiﬂnta ol golleatlens to keep them sepsrate. Iwr. Lawln
poifntad out that thils purpose gould be achileved by printi
saparste catalogues for Shose colleectliona. FProfl. Baron pointed
out the diffligulties arieing for libraries 1T they were request-
ed bo troat those collectlona as unlta, He i3 confldent thab
the identlty of those dellestions will be preserved, 1T the
raclplents will honor the request of the Board to send In ltem-
ized receipts.

The ehgirman progedded Lo dlseusa the Baltle Collection and
partioularly the method of advertislng in the eenters of the
Jewlsh world the names (16,000) of the owners. It was declded
to diaregard tho owners of five bools and leaa. The form of
the advertiasoment will be worked out by FProf. Baron and members

of the ataflf.

The chalrmen brought to the attention of the Board the requeatsa
for boolia mede by Brandels Undveralty and by the Department of
Garmanle Languages of C1ty Cellege. In the following diascuas-
lon other general institutiona were mentloned whoae departments
serve the Jewlsn readling publig and the needs of Jewlsh scholars
guch az the Jewldn Divislon of the NHew York Publle Library,

Hew York University, and Columbila Tniveraity. The chaiman
expressed the asentimént of the Board that the time has come to
conaider thess general Institutlons, too, =nd he will infomrm

the Advlaery Comnlttes escordingly.

The meating was adjourned at 6:00 FP.I.

Respeatfully submisted,

s At matadl.

JB wruan



d. ggiipienta of museum pleces.-~ The art objects which arrived
in s country are for distributlon not only to the countries

in the Western Hemisphere hut alsoc to Great Dritian and So.
africa. It was agreed that Great Britain should receive her usual
share of 5%~7% of the tetal, that is, 250-350 objects. So.Africa,
Canada and Argentina should receive 5% each of the material in
Mew York, that is (if the present categories are not radically
changed), about 150 items each. |

@. Hecipients in the United States.-- The Committee agreed that
the Jewlsh Tiuseun In New Yorlk and the Jewish Museum in Cincinnati
should have first call. It was recognized that Yeshiva University
has a speclal claim and should follow immediately after these

top priorities.




14WISH CULTURAL RECONWSTRUCTION, INC,

Fariod- Une
dudaioa Nop-Jawish lcals  sorted Total

. APFEYDIX I
¥Hie b

A. BOGKS

Harea German Oerman
Country  Pooks Hebraica fiddish
Iarael 156 4,771 120 1,639 6,142 4,421
U. 3, 615 100 2,932 753 2,687
latin Amerjoa: Total 10,973
Argentina 2,836  42% 1,500 173
Ealivia 284 228
Bracil 1,287 a0 718
'T:".-hi'.i.ﬁ 471 20 322
Fa-hon b a0 279
Cogsia Riea 249 176 17
Baoundop 150 ™S
Mhxloo 387 20 258 15 114
Urriyzisay HES ab 294

Gurope: Total 11,289

= S

4,279 21,519
7.087

4,932
508
2,023
813
529
442
225

804
699



D. Activities in New York

1. Bock Dapot

The New York bock depot distributed approximately 100,000 iteme, includlng
pamphlets and newgpaper sheetes, to librarles in the United States and
abtroad. FPeriodicale and rare books were shipped to Great Briteln, France,

-5

Swltzerland, South Africa, Canads and Argentina. A great meny pericdlicals
were gent to the Hebrew University Library. In June we sgtarted the dig-
triution of surplus materlal which was sent to a number of Latin American
countries, Australia, Moroecco and Israell willlage libraries.

10,000 1tems remained which were not required by any library 1n the United
States or abrosd. According to an earlier decielon of the Board, theee
l1tems were prepared for distribution among the following Jewlsh acholarly
organlzationa in the United States: American Academy for Jewlsh Research,
American Jewlgh Historlecal Scclety, Conference on Jewieh Relations and
Yiddleh Sclentific Institute., These crganlzations will In turn mske thege
boocks available to thelr memberas.

JEWISH CULTURAL
RECONSTRUCTION,
INC.

Reuniodn especial del
consejo de directores

Diciembre 21, 1950



Los libros confiscados
por el escuadron
Einsatzstab Reichsleiter
Rosenberg, se cargaban
en camionesy se
mandaban a procesar o
a destruir. Descarga del
archivo de Smolensk en
Vilnius (hoy Lituania)
1943.

Album sobre la situacion
de los bienes culturales
compilado por Isaac
Bencowitz, Director del
Offenbach Archival
Depot. (Yad Vashem)




Libros confiscados
por el ejercito aleman
son clasificados e
incorporadosa las
colecciones de los
institutos de
investigacion:

“Reichsinstitut
fir Geschichte
des neuen

Deutschlands”




Offenbach Archival
Depot (OAD) General
Sorting Room.

OAD trabajadores
examinan las marcas
y sellos.

Los libros
identificados se
devuelven a sus
comunidades.

Los no identificados
se envianal Segundo

piso hasta que se
pueda tomar una
desicion.



1946

Estos libros no
presentan marcas de
propiedad o sus
propietariosno
pueden ser
localizados.

Abril 1947 se crea la
organizacionJewish
Cultural

Reconstruction, Inc.
para custodiary
distribuir los libros
entre instituciones
de patrimonio
culturalo
universidades.




Capitanlsaac Bencowitz, Director del OAD, junto con
oficiales rusos en occasion de despachar el primer tren de
carga con libros hacia la Unién Soviética

25,000 libros fueron dados en prestamo temporario al
American Joint Distribution Committee para establecer
bibliotecasen los campos de personas desplazadas (DP
camps).



Muchos de los libros
habian sufrido dafios
severos y necesitaron
tratamientode
conservacion.

Cajasy carpetaslibres de
acido hechos en forma
artesanal para dar
soporte y estabilizarlos
libros, aportan capasde
proteccion de la
exposicion a laluz, polvo,
y a la fluctuacidon de
temperaturay humedad.
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ge Berordnung vom 1. Suni
icge Behandlung erfahren.
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